FRANK PARMER
Something my mother taught me that impacted my Christian life:


A soft answer turns away wrath:  Proverbs 15:1

A life changing event:


When I returned from the service, I was attending a Bible class.  Some students decided they wanted to have a street service like Salvation Army.  Since I had a 4 door sedan, I offered to drive the kids out to the little town.  The others started singing, but I hid behind my car, hoping no one would see me with that group.


After that service I became so convicted that I had been ashamed of Jesus--contrary to what Romans 10 exhorts.  Even though I thought I had been a Christian, I realized I was not.  On New Year’s Eve 1947, I made a decision for Christ.

A favorite hymn is “The Little Shepherd Boy”.  This is about David.  It is usually sung as a solo and is not well known.

A significant source of encouragement in my daily walk with Jesus is giving out New Testaments and witnessing.  I have given about 30 New Testaments away at IHOP.  
Answers to prayer:


I’ve had so many! I’ll try to stick to one.  A couple of years ago, I received a telephone call from Frank Carter on a Sunday that he would not have a caretaker that next night.  He had a tracheotomy, was on oxygen and was totally dependent on someone to care for him.  His very life depended on having a qualified medical person to care for him.   I was not physically able to assist him in any manner.  The only thing I could do was to pray.  Pray we did.
I was at the IHOP with Harry shortly after praying with Frank.  As was our custom, we gave a New Testament to a waiter, but the waiter said he did not need one, because he already had one.  He said that he was a trained medic and did not usually work at IHOP.  Praise the Lord!  I was able to put him in touch with Frank and Frank received the care he so desperately needed.   He worked a year for Frank.  

Most interesting job: 


I enlisted in the air force and became a glider pilot with the Special Forces during World War II.  I had flight training, night flying and became a navigator in the Air Force because my eyesight was not 20/20.  I became a radar operator during WWII.  This job was the most fun!

Religious background:  Presbyterian until I was 19 years old.  Then I joined the Baptist Church.

Length of time at RTBC:  since April 1953

Interests/hobbies:  Giving out Bibles, witnessing for Christ and preaching in prisons have been dearest to my heart.

My spiritual gifts are teaching and encouraging.  I taught at RTBC for about 30 years.

Favorite sports team:  Houston Rockets

I believe my Zone to be Zone 3:  to teach—impart—explain:  to explain, to teach and impart factual knowledge in a systematic way.

A great joy in my life: “Leading people to Christ and witnessing for the Lord keeps me going every week.”

I preached as a lay preacher for more than 45 years at the Star of Hope Mission.  I have also preached in the Folsom Prison in California, and the Ramsey Prison in Texas as well as in churches.

Knowing Jesus changed the direction I was going.  We need to change the way we are living to be the most useful to His Kingdom.

