HARRY CONGDON
Something your father-in-law taught you that impacted your Christian life:

When dating Janie, we would return to find my (future) father-in-law, Sam Houston Dixon, reading his Bible on the front porch.  A strange thought occurred to me—was this something old people do with their time?  We got to be good friends and I began to confide in him.  I expressed to him that I was tired of hellfire and brimstone messages in Sunday sermons.  His calmness impressed me.  He did not take offense at my questions.  He was accepting of questions and discipled me.  Two valuable lessons he taught me:   that knowledge is no good if you cannot apply it and that if you cannot do it, you have not learned it.

A life changing event:

Marrying into a truly Christian family where legalistic practices were not adhered to.  We could go to dances, chew gum and I could smoke my pipe!
Most meaningful verse:

Matthew 28:16-20.  The Greek translation is important in that there are many participles.  The most important word comes first:

“Going, make disciples, baptizing, teaching…”.  Going implies an ongoing action. How we live our lives is the most important witness for Christ

Most times, we do not realize the impact we have on others, but what people see in our lives is our living testimony.

Significant source of encouragement in your daily walk with Jesus:
Prayer, which is a conversation with God.

What has been one of God’s best answers to a prayer?

He surprises me all the time!  I thought I was making the big decisions in my home/marriage and at 32 years of age, He showed me how deficient I truly was.   I came home late from a cocktail/advertising party for my work.  I had forgotten to phone to say I was going to be late.  Janie was not happy with me.  My food was in the refrigerator (not in the oven or on the stove, if this gives you an idea of the somewhat frosty reception).  I went to see my little boys. I had two at this time.  They looked like angels.  They were sound asleep.    I got down on my knees and asked the Lord to be their father.  I decided to go to church every Sunday from then on so that He could teach me to be a godly example of a father.  My father abandoned the family when I was young.  I became determined to be the best father I could be, with the Lord’s help.
An interesting job:

All were interesting—if I did not find it interesting, I made it interesting.  At a large department store, I was paid 15 cents an hour in the years following the Depression.  (Of course, a complete lunch with drink was only 25 cents.)  I saw an employee making “show cards” for ads in the store and convinced him to show me how to make them.  He said I would have to do it with my right hand and with two fingers.  (I am left handed)  I got my chance to do more because he had a drinking problem.  Later, I became the ad manager and was given a raise to 25 cents an hour.

Formal religious background:

 I attended a very legalistic church in Zion, Illinois.

Length of time at RTBC?

Janie and I became members in 1951.  I became a deacon in 1966.

Interests:
Believe it or not, studying the Bible.  It took the place of golf.
Spiritual gift:

 “It depends on which day!”  Probably, being an encourager.

Favorite sports team:

 The football teams at University of Texas and A & M because I have kids who graduated from both places.

Natural Talent Zone:

I believe I am a Zone 4: To stand by another by being supportive, encouraging and motivating them to grow, develop and become stronger.

A great joy:

Being around children, because they are the next generation.

How do you believe knowing Jesus has changed the direction of your life?

I wanted to be in charge and God corrected me.   I became very conscious of the Holy Spirit and His importance in my life, which has made a huge difference.  I’m absolutely floored looking at my life to see how God has had a plan for it and executed it.

Interesting story related to your military career:


The Air Force wanted to give more importance to navigators because becoming a pilot was always the first choice of cadets who were enlisting.  The magazine described the importance of the navigator to the multi-engine bombers.  They needed someone who knew how to produce this magazine.  God put me there at exactly the right time for this assignment.  

